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^ 24. (Previously Presented) The top drive system of claim 20, wherein the 
^ horizontal movement is in a substantially horizontal plane. 

25. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for facilitating the connection of tuljulars 
using a top drive, the apparatus comprisingi 
a plate attachable to said top drive, 
a supporting member for supporting a tool, and 

a means for allowing substantially horizontal movement of said supporting 
member, whoroin caid moanc compr i c e g the means comprisino: 

a rigid member arranged between said plate and said supporting member 



> 



1 



and arranged on at least one axle, and ^ 

whoroin oald moanc compriBee at least one arm arranged between said = 

rigid member and said suppert supDortina member and connected thereto by ^ 

spherical bearings. ^ 

O 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein said motive O 
member couples the plate to the supporting member. 

27. (Previously Presented) A top drive system, comprising: 
a top drive; 

a tubular gripping apparatus; and 

a connector opdratively coupling the tubular gripping apparatus to the top drive, 
wherein the connector is adapted to allow the tubular gripping apparatus to move 
horizontally relative to the top drive and allow the tubular gripping apparatus to be 
rotated by the top drive. 
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